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Mrs. Gulotti, Ms. Schaus, and Ms. Williamson

By: Anvi, Emery, Claire, Vaishnavi, Joy, Lina, Coralynn, Annika, Emeline,
Kashvi, and Gabriella

Ms. Stewart

A Day in the life on zoom

By: Kashvi Sikka & Anvi Mathur

By : Emery Savage

“The influence of a great principal can never be
erased.” It is important to appreciate, thank, and
learn about the inspiring leader of our school, Ms.
Stewart.
Responsibilities:
The principal has countless responsibilities
including maintaining a safe and healthy learning
environment for students, communicating with
parents, students, staff, monitoring hallways,
etcetera.
Greatest Achievement:
Ms. Stewart is a very accomplished individual, but
if asked what her greatest accomplishment is, “In
life, raising two amazing kids who work hard, and in
my job, improving our overall scores.”
Greatest Joy:
Almost 27 years ago Ms. Stewart decided to enter
into the education field. Since then, she has enjoyed
interacting and smiling with students.
In-person learning students:
Maintaining the safety of in-person learning
students has been a challenge for the staff. Everyone
in school is trying to make the most secure
environment possible, so everyone is safe.
Challenge in Covid-19:
During Covid-19, many students are coming to
school for the in-person learning program. The
school staff is continuing to clean for a safe return.
Mrs. Stewart is doing her part by making sure
everything is safe and all staff members are doing
their part.
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Inspiration:
Ms. Stewart had a great amount of
inspiration from her 1st grade teacher
Rosemary Banks. It was the first or
second year of desegregation when Ms.
Stewart was in first grade. Ms. Rosemary
Banks made sure everyone was equal no
matter what their race was.
Advice:
Ms. Stewart advises students to be
themselves, no matter what!
In final thought, as we have noted in the
interview the principal has a good amount
of responsibilities to think about both in
school life and out of school life. Everyone
should appreciate the hard work of Ms.
Stewart and all other principals, especially
in these current circumstances. All the
principals help make it the best
experience for all students, and they try
for better education each day.

Wonder what your kids are doing on zoom?
Annika Klose says she starts her day around
7:00 - 8:00 AM. I wake up about the same
time. Then I get dressed, brush my teeth and
get some breakfast. Between the time of
8:35 and 8:50 we do our morning work.
Lately we have been learning about
African-Americans for black history month
and strong females for national women's
month. At 8:50 AM we hear the delightful
ding that welcomes us to our zoom
classroom. Annika does her schooling in her
office, and I usually do work in my bedroom.
In Ms.Gulotti’s class we do shoutouts,
morning announcements and review our
morning work. Next we do math till 10:
40ish. We have a break for 10 or 15 minutes,
so kids in the classroom can wash their hands
and have a snack. In our class we do read
aloud and break for lunch. Annika says she
does some Netflix and chill or go outside (me
too, Annika). After lunch we have a short
afternoon. 12:30 to 2:15. In my class we study
ELA and finish with something fun like a
kahoot. Annika rates online school a 8 out of
10. Her favorite part is, “that we get to be at
home and also get to do whatever we want at
break.” Her least favorite is not being able to
see her friends. Overall we have a fun and
interesting day on zoom!

NWEA Winter Testing

Black History Month

By: Emeline Kreider
Every marking period we take a NWEA
(Northwest Evaluation Association) test. The
tests that we take are based on the things we
have learned and are going to learn. Here are
two subjects of the tests; one test is math, with
several goals and goal ranges like: Operations
and Algebraic thinking; goal range 217 - 229.
Number and Operations; goal range 222 - 234.
Measurement and Data; goal range 219 - 231.
Last but not least Geometry with a goal range
of 227 - 239.
Another test is Language Arts, with several
goals and goal ranges like: Literary Text: Key
Ideas and Details; goal range 217 - 233. Literary
Text: Language, Craft, and Structure; goal range
208 - 223. Informational Text: Key Ideas and
Details ; goal range 209 - 223. Informational
Text: Language, Craft, and Structure; goal range
216 - 232. Last but not least Vocabulary:
Acquisition and Use with a goal range of 214 230.

By : Vaishnavi Dantuluri

Essay

By: Vaishnavi Dantuluri

The three fifth grade gifted classes
completed another research essay
during March.
Unlike the January Civil War essay,
which was five paragraphs long, this
essay was only a three-paragraph essay.
We accomplished this in 1 week.
Students from Ms. Schaus’s class had to
choose an African-American male or any
female, while Mrs. Gulotti’s class
researched environmental issues. Mrs.
Williamson’s class was focused on
traditions from different countries. In
Ms. Schaus’s class, we had to choose our
person on Monday and got a little time
to learn some things about him/her. The
next day, we finished doing all the
research about the person.In the
following days, we wrote the essay, self
revised, and had some peer conferences
Students will take the NWEA Math and with each other. It was all done in one
week.
Reading tests one final time in the spring.

February is Black History Month in the
United States and Claymont Elementary
decided to celebrate it. The choice on how to
celebrate Black History Month is the
teachers’ choice, though, not the school’s.
One of the fifth grade gifted teachers, Ms.
Schaus, is celebrating it by presenting a
slideshow everyday to us, the students. On
every slide, there would be one black person
(doesn’t
necessarily
have
to
be
African-American) who is very inspiring to
us. The students and teacher get to learn
about that person’s life and what they
accomplished in 3-4 sentences.
Mrs. Williamson’s class is doing the same
as Ms. Schaus’s class. Anvi Mathur, a student
from Mrs. Williamson’s class said that she
liked to do the slideshow every day because
she could learn about people who did
awesome things. She said that all the people
they learned about weren’t activists.
Basically, her class learns about black people
who overcame a lot to do what they are
doing now.
In Mrs.Gulotti’s class, however, they are
celebrating in another way. Emery Savage, a
student, said that her class has to get a piece
of paper and write and draw whatever they
want about a person. She chose Renée Elise
Goldsberry as her person. When I asked her if
she liked doing this project, she said,
“YESSSSS. I love it!”. She loved doing this
because she got to be creative and take a
break from the screen. The people who they
learned about were often not activists, but
some were. The people were, in Emery’s
words, “musicians, sport champions,
actresses and actors, inspirational speakers,
and many more.”
Black History Month was certainly
very interesting to learn about, in my opinion
as a student. It helps us learn about our
history and about famous people who were
and are changing the world.

Mr. Burks

By: Joy Fernandes
For a very long time Mr. Edward Burks has
worked at Claymont enlightening students and
helping them on their way to greatness. Here at
Claymont he works as a Dean of Students and is
REALLY good at his job. When he was a child his
favorite teacher was his kindergarten and his
9th grade teacher, Mr. Knotts and Mr. Davis. He
liked them since they liked basketball and
“They were guys like me [Mr. Burks].” Since he
was in college Mr. Burks has always wanted to
be an educator. Mostly because he loved
working with kids and because he liked helping
them learn new things. He began his teaching
career in Maple Lane and Mount Pleasant. There
he was a Counselor and a Social Worker. A
Social Worker is someone who gives emotional
support or therapy. When he isn’t in school he
likes to hangout with his wife and three kids
and go on bike rides and hikes. His favorite
hobbies are basketball, tennis, fixing stuff, and
almost anything that includes superheroes.
When he was asked why teaching is so
important to him, he said it was to help kids do
great things. If he could change anything about
the Brandywine School District (BSD) platform
he would make sure there would be a lot of
freedom, more after school clubs, comfy seats,
and most importantly they could learn what
they wanted to learn. A message he wants all
people to know is that they should be
individuals and not try to be someone else. It is
because of great teachers like him many
students have achieved greatness and become
great world leaders, scientists, and artists, and
many more things.

Harry Potter: A Series
to Read
By: Gabriella DeMare
There are so many books in the world
and there are lots of awesome ones to
read. This includes the Harry Potter
series by J.K. Rowling. This one series
has seven books beginning with Harry
Potter and The Sorcerer's Stone and
ending with Harry Potter and The
Deathly Hallows. There are four main
reasons to read it. One, there is action
and adventure. Once you read you will
find after only a couple chapters there
will be a half giant/wizard that will
release sudden news to the young Harry
Potter who was treated badly by his
aunt, uncle, and cousin. Throughout the
series there will be more exciting events
than a half giant/wizard. Two, this book
series is perfect for long car trips. Many
of the books are long and once you start
one you will not want to stop. This
means that you will only need one book
series for a car trip all year, Harry Potter.
Three, once you read the books, the
adventure continues in the lego sets,
movies, and other magical books like
The Cursed Child by J.K.Rowling. Four, a
student from MS Schaus class
,Vaishnavi, says “I think that J.K.
Rowling is a great author. She creates
suspense, mystery, and action and
adventure. She describes everything
with fantastic detail. It almost makes
you believe that the wizarding world
actually exists for real, not just in J.K.
Rowling's mind.” “I think that everyone
should read it because it has a great plot
and lots of twists and turns. The author
also creates suspense, even though you
might not like it that much, you still
want to find out what happens next.
“ when asked if she likes it she said “YES!
It was so awesome that I read it so many
times, I lost count.” So if you are looking
for a good read then Harry Potter is the
next read for you.

School Lunches
By: Annika Klose

School lunch has changed during hybrid
learning. For example, Julian Compton said
“We have to be socially distanced. I can talk
with my friends but it is a lot different
because we cannot share food or be as close
or talk as much.” Students eat lunch in the
gymnasium and sit at desks 6 feet apart.
Students have also observed that more
children are bringing lunch from home
instead of getting lunch from school even
though Amanda Miller said “I like the school
lunch this year more than last year.” Both
Julian and Amanda said that they like this
school year's lunch experience better than
last year. A student also said that they like
that the students get to talk to the teachers
that are in the gymnasium on lunch duty.
Before, students didn’t have the chance to
converse with the adults. Amanda says that
the school lunches are better than last year
and that she enjoys that the students have
the option to choose what they would like for
lunch that day. The school lunches have fruits
and vegetables as well as chocolate milk and
the main course for that day. Hybrid students
get the same lunch even in different cohorts.
The school lunch experience is very different
than last year but students enjoy school
lunch. Schools hope that more people
consider getting school lunches.
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Hybrid Learning
By: Claire Schaedler
This school year, teachers and students from all over the
country have had to learn online and face several
disadvantages. Luckily, Claymont Elementary has finally
reopened its doors and is letting some students learn in
person. Students that receive in person instruction, have a
very different schedule compared to the previous years of
learning. For starters, there are up to 3-5 students in a
classroom at a time and desks are 6 feet away from each
other. When it is time for students to eat lunch, instead of
eating in the cafeteria, they have to eat in the gymnasium
at tiny desks. In addition to this, at recess each grade
rotates between the field, blacktop, and playground. Also,
students are required to wash their hands at all times, and

wear a face covering for protection. Teachers have to teach
students at home on zoom at the same time as they are
teaching the students in the classroom. This means that
sometimes the students in the classroom have to join the
zoom meeting so that they can interact with the students
online too. If you were an in person student you would be
assigned two days to come to school based on the first
letter of your last name. If your last name starts with A-L
you would be assigned Mondays and Tuesdays. If your last
name starts with M-Z you would go on Thursdays and
Fridays. On Wednesdays all the students would be at
home and complete their asynchronous specials. Even
though hybrid learning is very different, it is still great
that students get the opportunity to come back to school!

Astronomy/JABizTown
By: Kashvi Sikka
Curious what your child does on zoom for the second half or you could say the afternoon of school?
Half of the afternoon, students study Astronomy. In the beginning of the unit, classes learned about the rotation
and revolution of the Earth. Regular patterns on Earth, like day and night and changing shadow length over the course of a
day are caused by Earth’s rotation. Seasons occur because the Earth is revolving around the Sun. During the winter months
the Earth is actually closest to the Sun, but because it is tilted away from the Sun we experience colder temperatures in the
Northern Hemisphere.
On Thursday, April 1, students participated in the JA Biztown online simulation. During this time students had the
opportunity to practice the financial literacy skills taught during the Economics Unit provided by JA Biztown.

Astronomy Project
By: Vaishnavi Dantuluri

In fifth grade gifted, we are doing an Astronomy project during March.
First, we had to choose what topic interested us. Some examples were: black holes, constellations, and nebulas. In each group,
there were at least 3 people who were interested in the same topic. Then, the group had to choose an essential question, which
is the main question we were trying to answer. My group’s question was, “Why are black holes important?” Every person has
to choose one subtopic that is related to the essential question. One question could be, “What could happen if black holes
didn’t exist?”
Students worked together to research and report on their essential question. Many students are creating Google Slide
presentations and even adding a Kahoot game in the slide to test students’ knowledge.

Civil War research Project

Recycling

By: Claire Schaedler

By: Gabriella DeMare

This marking period, 5th grade students completed a Civil War
research project that included an essay and a museum exhibit. The
students got to choose their own topic and even had an
opportunity to make some art. Some suggested topic ideas were:
The life of a soldier, Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses.S.Grant, The battle
of Gettysburg, Clara Barton, Harriet Tubman, The underground
railroad, ironclads, civil war weaponry, and other endless
possibilities. After you chose your topic, you had to do tons of
research to find out every little detail about your topic. By that
point, you can begin to write your 5 paragraph essay with a
bibliography included. The essay was to be written in the font
Times New Roman and it had to be typed in size 12 font. By this
point in time, students were working on their museum exhibit
which could be anything approved by your teacher. Some popular
exhibit ideas were: Sculptures, photo journals, paintings, models,
slideshows, poster boards, and much more! Mrs. Gulotti’s class
submitted their exhibit in a flipgrid that showcased their hard
work! From a student's perspective, this civil war project took a lot

Should people recycle ? Students Lina Yaakoubd and Emery
Savage say yes. When we recycle we save the world. This is our
world and to keep it clean WE have to keep it clean. Many people
do not think it is important to recycle but Emery says, “ I think
people should recycle because there is no planet B. We have to
make a change now before it’s too late. Also when you recycle
you save many trees and animals from losing homes." Lina
agrees, “I think people should recycle because it benefits
EVERYBODY, and especially sea animals.” Not everything you
recycle and/or throw out will get to the landfill or recycling
center but it is better than throwing garbage into the streets or
ocean where it can easily get to sea animals. When it goes in the
street when it rains it will end up in the sewers, eventually
ending up in the ocean. People may ask what if we can not
recycle? Well though it is unlikely it is possible. Emery has
thought of this and says, “Obviously there is some trash that
needs to be thrown away and not everything can be recycled
sadly. But that's why there are some other solutions like
composting and reusing!” Yes you can reuse. When you reuse
you can make art and maybe a fun toy/game to play with friends
or family. Lina agrees with both suggestions, “Maybe try…
Making trash art, making compost, making bird feeders, making
dog toys, etc! Plastic is totally recyclable, but if you can’t and
you’re an artsy person, MAKE ART!!” Many people like art and
love to draw and color but try something new, feed the birds!
Earth day is a day where we remember the Earth so you should
try extra hard to recycle but that does NOT mean that it is the
only day you can recycle. Emery knows that we should recycle on
Earth Day but it is not the only day for her, “It is so important to
recycle all year long! Earth day we should work extra hard to
keep our environment clean but you should always recycle!
About 20 to 30% of our trash usually ends up in the ocean. So
It’s no just on earth day we should cut the strings on our masks
before we throw them away, it's everyday! “ So please everyone
recycle everyday everywhere whether you are in a house or at a
beach recycling is always a possibility!

of dedication, but it was also very fun and informational!

Claymont’s History
By: Vaishnavi Dantuluri

Claymont Elementary School has a long history that may shock
you. Claymont dates way back to 1924, where it was originally
founded in a place right next to where it is now. Although it is an
elementary school now, up till 1969, it was a high school.
Claymont was one of the two Northern Delaware schools in the
Brown vs. Board of Education that helped end desegregation in
schools. Claymont was the first white public school in Delaware
to allow black students. Bernice “Sandy” (Byrd) Couch was one of
the first 11 black students to integrate into Claymont in 1952, and
the only one in her seventh grade class. “I went to class. I had to
study just like everybody else,” Couch said. “I was never treated
any differently.” In 1980, Claymont became the home of the
Claymont Community Center. Little renovations occurred before
it opened as an elementary school, but there are going to be huge
changes to the school this year. The systems used are not working
well because they are not modern, so the school decided to start a
major construction project to improve or replace them. You can
find out what they are replacing or improving and the budget for
this in the website, www.brandywineschools.org/Page/6837
under “Project Specifics” and “Budget.” Claymont certainly has its
history to prove that it's a very unique place.

Covid Vaccine
By: Kashvi Sikka
Everyone knows that Covid-19, a deadly virus has taken
over us. We all are not able to enjoy activities we love. But people
say all is going to be good at the end, and we can see that end in
sight. That is because doctors and scientists are working together
everywhere to find a solution/vaccine to this virus. We have had a
few successful solutions not only in the United States, but in the
whole world, which is definitely helping destroy Covid-19. All we
can do is hope for more successful vaccinations, and also that soon
Covid-19 will be over and we will be able to get back to our daily
fun hobbies.
As some of you may know, vaccinations are getting shipped to
all states. The first people to get the vaccine are frontline workers
then older people, which is 65+. Later educators, essential
workers, and other 18+ adults. Currently, educators are getting
vaccinated. The vaccines in the United States are Pfizer, Moderna,
and Johnson & Johnson. Let’s see what a fifth grade gifted teacher
in Claymont, Ms. Schaus, thinks about the Covid vaccine. To get
started, Ms. Schaus said that she already registered for the
vaccination, and hopes to get it soon. Similar to this question I
asked do you think the vaccine is safe? Ms. Schaus responded, “I do
believe the vaccine is safe...I trust the doctors.” Some of her family
members who got the vaccine already would include her sister,
brother, and sister-in-law who are older than Ms. Schaus in age.
Lastly, Ms Schaus said that she doesn’t know much about the
vaccines and thinks all are effective, but she would still prefer the
Johnson & Johnson vaccination, because there is only 1 shot
included. This is the perspective of Ms. Schaus on the topic of
Covid-19.
In conclusion, Ms. Schaus believes it's safe, that's why has
already registered, already has some family members that
received the vaccine, and has a specific preference. The Covid-19
vaccinations are constructive, and I am happy it helps destroy
Covid, but I want to inform people that you can’t stop taking
precautions toward Covid-19. We have to do our part in saving
planet Earth from this big catastrophe.

Just Laughs and Teasers
By: Joy Fernandes
Here are five brain teasers to help keep your mind sharp.
1. What 5 letter word becomes shorter when you add two letters
to it? Short
2.How many letters are there in the English alphabet? 18
3.What type of cheese is made backward? Edam
4.What animal is black, white, and blue? A Sad Zebra
5.What came first, the chicken or the egg? The egg, dinos laid
eggs before chickens.
Here are seven jokes to make sure your brain is very happy.
1.Why do we tell actors to “break a leg?” Because every play has a
cast.
2.Why are fish so smart? Because they live in schools!
3.What do you call a bear with no ears? A “B!”
4.Why is Cinderella bad at soccer? Because she’s always running
away from the ball!

Important Dates
May 7th- Parent/Teacher Conferences
May 31st- No School, Memorial Day
June 11th- Last Student Day

