MAY 2021

CLAYMONT
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Fifth Grade Newsletter

READING
WRITTEN BY MARRISHA PYLE
The third marking period gave us another captivating book to read, Bud, Not Buddy by

More updates and
announcements:

Christopher Paul Curtis. This novel was one that transported readers into the Great Depression
and the life of a 10-year old African American boy named Bud, NOT Buddy. Bud is an orphan and
after living with a foster family that treats him unkindly, he decides to set off on his own on a
journey to find the man he believes is his father, Herman E. Calloway. Guided by a flyer for a band
calling themselves, “Herman E. Calloway and the Dusky Devastators of the Depression!!!!!!”, along
with a picture of his mother, Angela, in the Miss B. Gotten Moon Park, and a few rocks with
strange numbers and words, Bud is “on the lam." Hijinks ensue as Bud travels to Hooverville, and
through a series of ups-and-downs, Bud ends up in Grand Rapids, Michigan with a “vampire”, a
man who rescues him along the way as he delivers blood to a hospital. This man, Lefty Lewis,
delivers Bud to The Log Cabin, a club run by Herman E. Calloway. Through accusations and tears,
comedic moments with bandmates from The Dusky Devastators of the Depression!!!!!!, Bud finally
finds what he has been searching for since his mother passed away four years prior- a place to
call home and people to call family.
We studied our second text from the Newberry award-winning author, Christopher Paul Curtis,
building vocabulary knowledge, working on reading fluently, and using various strategies to
increase our reading comprehension. We also wrote, a lot, about what we read, focusing on the
author’s craft of writing as we tried to do much the same in our own responses. We laughed, and
some of us even cried, as we wove ourselves into the fabric of this text.
Will The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg by Rodman Philbrick and his tale of a twelveyear-old boy on a quest to find his brother during the Civil War era be able to compare to our
adventures with Bud, NOT Buddy, Caldwell? Only the fourth marking period will tell.
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MATH MATTERS
WRITTEN BY HEATHER HORNE
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SOCIAL STUDIES SCOOP
WRITTEN BY BRIAN HORNE
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ELA EYE-OPENER
WRITTEN BY LISA CHAMBLESS
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SCIENCE SPECIFICATIONS
WRITTEN BY PAUL MANCHIN
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IMMERSION
WRITTEN BY ALFREDO GONZALEZ BURGOS
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SUMMER SEND-OFF
WRITTEN BY ABIGAIL LONG
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Summer Learning Activity Ideas:
1. Read: This is the number 1 most important thing your child can do over the summer to prevent the summer
slump/slide! Read for at least 20-30 minutes a day. Choose books of interest to them. It's that simple!
2. Ask Questions: After reading ask your child "thick questions" about what they are reading. These are not your
typical who, what, where, when questions. Instead, they require more in-depth thinking and analysis of what your
child is reading such as what if, how did, what would happen if, what might, how would you feel, what do you
think.
3. Writing: Have students write daily to encourage them to share their thoughts, be creative, and improve their
writing and penmanship. Have them write in a journal and even in response to a question about the book they
are reading. Keep it fun by letting them use fun markers or pens!
4. Math: Do math every day whether it is counting change at the grocery store, skip counting cars, reading clocks, or
baking and using fractions. Focus on basic addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts. Get to the point
where facts a memorized so that other math concepts can become easier.
5. Problem Solving: Work on puzzles and let your child think outside of the box. This can be through literal puzzles,
Sudoku, brainteasers, crosswords, or word searches.
6. New Skill: Focus on the skills you rarely have time for during the school year such as typing, cursive, organization,
time management/creating a personal schedule, or adding more responsibility with chores.

Middle School Ready?
The transition from elementary to middle school is a very strong transition for both parents and
students. It's a transition that happens faster than you think. There can be many emotions
coming to the forefront and they can be mixed emotions as well.
Parents: You are still the authority, so don’t lower standards or compromise on negative
behaviors. Instead, have conversations about trust, and involve your child in discussions on
limits. Emphasize that rules exist to keep them safe, not to ruin their fun. Hold the line on issues
that matter most to you, but look for areas where you can guide instead of control. You will also
learn that communicating with your middle schooler will be much different than communicating
with your grade school student. Look for natural opportunities to talk to them about what is
going on in their life. At this age, they want to be listened to, understood, and taken seriously.
You should also expect to see much growth in your child. The most noticeable will be height as
well as other physical changes. They may begin to question various aspects of their life. Be open
to their questions and don't be alarmed if some of those questions are harder than you
expected. Discuss them and guide them to the appropriate resources if you don't have an
answer. Finally, understand that there is this "bubble" that surrounds middle schoolers. We call
it “the bubble,” because kids are often totally preoccupied with what’s happening to them.
They’re constantly checking the mirror to see what’s changed, checking their feelings to gauge
what might happen next, and pondering the strange new thoughts going through their minds.

Survival tips for students to make it through middle school:
1. Have Respect for Yourself and Others
2. Show Maturity
3. Have a Competitive Edge
4. Be Confident
5. Show Fearlessness
6. Have Self-Kindness
7. Be Responsible and Prepared
8. Manage Your Time Wisely
9. Ask for Help When Needed
10. Learn Study Skills and Complete Your Assignments

